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BUILDING ACT — HOUSING APPROVALS 

296. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s statement on radio this morning that there are good signs in the home building market. 

(1) How is a 47 per cent decline in housing approvals in the month of April a good sign?  

(2) Why did he not listen to advice from industry that his new Building Act would bring about such an 

outcome?  

(3) Why did he not have the minister responsible, Hon Simon O’Brien, at his emergency meeting with the 

building industry on 1 June?  

(4) Does Minister O’Brien have the Premier’s confidence in light of the fact that he refused to meet 

industry representatives in the lead-up to the release of the April figures?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(4) I think people watching the property market would have seen that sales of established homes have 

started to rise. If they talked to the major builders in the industry, they would also find that sales of new 

to-be-built homes have also risen. For the first time in quite some time we are seeing a pick-up in the 

property market, particularly in Perth.  

With respect to the question about the approvals process, yes, a new system was brought in at the 

request of the building industry. 

Mr M. McGowan: They didn’t support that model. They asked you to delay it.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: You ask; I answer.  

The idea of private certification has a great deal of merit. Indeed, it is extremely successful in Melbourne. 

Mr M. McGowan: Yes, but you’re not using that. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is extremely successful in Melbourne. One of the issues here has been an overlap of the 

approval of a building itself and the approval of planning matters relating to the residential block on which it is 

built. Yes, I readily acknowledge—as I have publicly and as the minister has—that there has been a logjam, 

some sort of paper jam, that occurred during the month of April. The Leader of the Opposition talked about the 

number of approvals falling. If he had looked even a little bit into the issue, he would have seen that the number 

of applications fell. That tells us that there is a problem in the application process, perhaps more so than in the 

approvals process. I met with some — 

Mr M. McGowan: That’s not what the industry says.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition needs to understand the issue if he is going to ask questions 

about it.  

Some well-known builders contacted me. They were obviously —  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: People who understand more about it than you. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: People in the industry were frustrated in the sense that their sales were going up but there 

was a delay in the application and approvals before they could actually start building. A lot of it related to some 

changes whereby some local councils were interpreting, probably not correctly—I am not blaming them—some 

issues about dividing fences and constructing on borders between different lots. Some councils were treating it in 

a matter of fact way and there were no delays; other councils were misinterpreting or perhaps taking an overly 

cautious path in that part of the act. I met with industry representatives simply because I wanted to understand 

the issue better than I did.  

Mr M. McGowan: Not Minister O’Brien.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I met with industry representatives because they contacted me at home and said that they 

had a problem and that they wanted to explain it to me. I told them to come in the following morning. We sat 

down and they took me through it. Subsequent to that, I had meetings with the responsible minister, Hon Simon 

O’Brien, and the Minister for Housing, and Hon Simon O’Brien has put in place a series of measures. He has 

personally visited all the major local authorities in the outer fringe of Perth to unplug the jam. That is happening 

now.  
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Why would members opposite laugh? Wouldn’t you think that is a sensible thing to do?  

Mr M. McGowan: Because it is hopeless.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is not hopeless.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Have you unplugged it yet?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, the approvals are flowing and we will monitor that.  

Mr P. Papalia: The system was just constipated!  

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Warnbro is a very disappointing member of this house.  

There was a problem. I concede there was a problem. The intent of the law is what the industry wants and it is 

what the industry will get. The immediate response of this government was to unjam the delays. That has been 

done in direct relationship and direct involvement with the minister responsible, Hon Simon O’Brien, the 

industry and, significantly, with each of the local authorities and also the Building Commission. That process is 

flowing. We still do not have the final figures, but I think members will find that that has been unplugged. If it is 

necessary to make minor changes to the law, we will do so. Some changes to the regulations have already been 

made. When there is a problem, this government actually rolls up its sleeves and deals with it. It actually deals 

with it.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We can see there is a problem in the application. But what would members opposite have 

done? They would have done nothing! 

The problem is being addressed. The problem will be fixed.  

 


